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ALEXIS SOUL-GRAY PEERS THROUGH THE 
LOOKING-GLASS IN IMMUTABLE FRAGMENTS 
@ BEL AMI

August 9, 2023

Bel Ami presents Immutable Fragments, Alexis Soul-Gray’s first solo-exhibition in the 

United States. Like Lewis Carroll’s journey through the looking glass, Soul-Gray shows 

how curiosity and experimentation peel back hidden layers, revealing the emotional life 

of childhood and how it conditions our perceptions and responses into adulthood.
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Appropriating photographic imagery of mid-to-late 20th century family life from popular 

British magazines and books, Soul-Gray finds clichéd tableaus of women and children, 

choosing them for their artificial quality, “where family is often faked but also, some-

how felt.” She then delicately draws out eerie moments that seem unexpectedly real, for 

example, a backward glance or a playful gesture. For this exhibition, Soul-Gray sources 

illustrations from fairy tales and the nostalgic imagery of advertising, designed to invoke 

in the consumer their own desires and fears. These images function as screen memories, 

referring to Sigmund Freud’s concept of a falsified image that stands in for an experience 

too disturbing to recall. 

Immutable Fragments is on view through September 9 @ Bel Ami, 709 N Hill St. #103 & #105, Los Angeles

Images courtesy the artist and Bel Ami, 
Los Angeles. Photo credit: Paul Salves-
on.
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